


 

Ten Facts About Conservation Compliance and Crop Insurance 

 

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND 

 

If Conservation Compliance is tied to eligibility for the federal crop insurance premium subsidy: 

 

1. Just like today, only farmers who grow annually tilled crops on designated “Highly 

Erodible Lands” (HEL) will need to implement a conservation plan.   

2. Farmers currently following Conservation Compliance will not have to change a 

single practice. The status quo is maintained for the vast majority of farmers.  

3. Less than 5% of crop production will be newly covered by Conservation 

Compliance. USDA data show that only 2% of corn, 2% of soybean, 5% of wheat, and less 

than 1% of cotton and rice production will be impacted. 

4. Farmers newly covered by Conservation Compliance will have 5 years to design and 

implement a conservation plan. Plans must be technically feasible and cost-effective.   

5. Severe weather will not put farmers out of compliance. The current system already 

provides for variances due to severe weather, pests, and disease and this will not change. 

6. There is a one-year grace period so farmers can make corrections if they are found 

out of compliance. Farmers who return to compliance in that period are not penalized.  

7. Farmers who choose not to comply in that window will not lose eligibility for crop or 

revenue insurance and are not likely to lose bank financing. Instead, they will have to 

budget for higher insurance rates to make up for the reduction in their premium subsidy.   

8. Farmers will not face onerous administrative burdens. The only new requirement will 

be to check a box indicating if they have HEL when they register for crop insurance.  

9. Insurance participation should not be impacted. Increased subsidy rates encouraged 

participation to increase from 20% to over 80% over the last 2 decades. Now, with 

insurance at the center of the farm safety net, enrollment is likely to keep rising.  

10. Two out of three farmers support the concept (see chart below).   

 

 
Source: Survey of 502 American farmers across 13 states by Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research and Public Opinion 

Strategies, commissioned by the National Farmers Union and Cultivate Impact, June 2012.  

“Farmers should be 

required to meet 

some environmental 

standards to receive 

federal farm benefits 

such as crop 

insurance.” 
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